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above the town, vertiginously sheer, towers \\w tall
facade, a marble, sheath hermetically .scaled,
crowned with cupolas and turrets, fretted with
balconies and trellised stairways,
Seen thus from a distance the nullity Initial caslle
seems a symbol, wrought in stone, of Udaipur the
Impregnable, the Unchanging (lily. Inviolate,
sublime amidst its lakes and gardens, it soars above
the prostrate town,, rejoicing in its high remoteness,
fenced in by hills ribboned with walls and scarped
with bastions.
Rajputana includes a bare tenth part of the
Indian Empire ; administratively it consists merely
of a cluster of Native Slates subordinate, like the
Punjab or any other Indian province, to the Hritish
Government. Yet I see it as unique, a laud apart
amongst tho provinces of India.
Most ancient of Indian stocks, the Rajputs from
immemorial time have kept their blood immune*
from alien intermixture, and not only do we itiul
the. old traditions nourishing and intact w Raj-
putuna, but the whole province has kept an autono-
mous character peculiar to itself. Paramount in
India, the Rajput stock gave rise to several distinct
dynasties, was subdivided into clans. Under pre-
sent conditions the senior member of each clan is
Prince of a Native State*, a vassal of the King-
Emperor ; and the aggregate of principalities com-
prises Rajputana. In certain states the ruling house
claims almost unbelievable antiquity. Visiting one
of these states, which from the remote past has
been governed by the dynasty to which ius present
ruler belongs, I was shown a series of portraits do
picting the predecessors of the reigning Maharaja,
I counted them; over four hundred portraits J
Moreover, all Rajput princes claim lineal descent